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“…design is useful at all levels of communication, 
from the design of specific messages, to 

argumentation and dyadic communication, to 
protocols for specific types of interaction (e.g. 
dispute resolution), to interventions (e.g. health 
campaigns), and to systems of communication 

(e.g. communication practices in groups or 
organizations).”

Harrison, in press
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"The immediate product of design is some 
intervention into ongoing activity (e.g., a device, a 

service, an interactional format) that might or 
might not affect the activity in the way the design 

expects. The design of information and 
communication technology is grounded in some 
idea about how communication works and ought 

to work." 

Aakhus and Jackson, 2005



Communication Design and Disasters
Messages created by stakeholder about organizational 
change (Barbour, Jacocks, Wesner, 2013)


Collective design of communication formats for safety 
oversight of nuclear power plants (Barbour & Gill, in 
press)


Volunteer response organizing pre-crisis (Chinn & 
Barbour, 2013, Barbour & Chinn, under review)


Hazards materials response knowledge networks 
(Barbour & Bierling; Sommer, Barbour, Bierling)


App design to enable community members’ local 
adoption of low impact development technologies (Scott, 
White, Politte, Collard, Saathoff, Baltensperger, Zehcman, 
Barbour, Sprintston, A., in press)
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STORMWATER 
FOOTPRINT 
QUIZ
HTTP://PEOPLE.TAMU.EDU/
~BARBOUR/HFRQ/QUIZ/
HFR.SWF
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Research findings
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GAME DESIGN AS INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH, TEACHING, AND PRACTICE



GAMES AND DISASTER STUDIES
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Thank you! 
Questions?
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